Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

November 12, 2025
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Carol Merritt, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Zach Gaston
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Shirley Lucas, Jeanette Lucas
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Jordan Castello made a motion to approve the October meeting minutes, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Jeanette Lucas stated that she would like something done with the junk yard across from her house.  Chris and Bob have talked about this property.  The property is stuck in probate court and there is no will.  Mr. Shaheen will discussed with council some options.  Jordan stated that there are also people breaking into the feed mill.

Chuck Little thanked everyone for the Veteran’s Day fruit baskets.

Solicitor Shaheen stated that we should get our information together about the property with the junk and junk vehicles on it and discuss in executive session at the next meeting.  Jordan is going to provide Michael with a phone number for the people who own it.  Mr. Shaheen presented Resolution 2025-5 which authorizes the transfer of 101 Maple Avenue from the Belmont County TID to the Village of Bethesda.  There is a copy of the deed as well.  Jordan Castello made a motion to hold off until next meeting as we do not like the easement restrictions on the property, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Mr. Shaheen presented Resolution 2025-6 which employs Tye Twarog as an independent contractor as the licensed water operator who has the credentials to be the operator for Bethesda.  Also, to hire him effective January 1, 2026 for $2,000 a month for one year and an automatic renewal into 2027.  Jordan Castello made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-6, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Dirk read Dave Green’s resignation letter effective 12/31/25.  Jay Van Horn made a motion to accept Dave’s resignation, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Mr. Shaheen presented Resolution 2025-7 which approves a temporary construction easement on 402 North Main Street for the village to work on McKeever’s property at the four-way along the road.  Colby Rinehart made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-7, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Mr. Shaheen stated that the Pike’s Paving issues are complete.  Mr. Shaheen has a discussion with EQT next week as well.

Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· The committee for the historic registry plaque need to get a hold of Doug Frizzy so that it can be ordered for next summer.

· The Epworth snow removal contract is for $65 per plowing and $45 for salt.  The leave removal contract is for $1700 annually.

· Dirk got a quote for the equipment needed to prevent brown outs at the sewer plant.  Diperna quoted $14,604.00.  Colby Rinehart made a motion to approve this quote and for the work to begin next year, seconded by Jay Van Horn, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.

· AEP street lights are old and we need to work with them to see if we can get them replaced with LEDs.  We have 118 street lights.  We need to reach out to AEP contacts and politicians to try to get this done.  

· Dirk met with Larry Merry and was told that we need to speak with ODOT about the concrete wall at the four way stop at the intersection of Main and Maple.

· Kimble packers are leaking oil at every place that they stop to pick up trash.  There are 140 spills on the village streets.  We are going to take pictures and Mr. Shaheen is going to reach out to Kimble to have the matter addressed.
Fiscal Officer Burkhead and council discussed the purchase of a new fire truck.  We will need to have a special meeting to approve the purchase and bond documents.  Rick asked if council wished to do the Christmas gift cards for Riesbecks and if we want to do hams.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve doing the $150 gift cards and adding the cost of hams to them in lieu of giving out hams, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.

Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council (continued)

May 14, 2025

Mayor Bob Flanagan thanked everyone for showing interest in the council seats up for election.  Bob congratulated the new member and the reelected members.  Mayor Bob thanked the senior citizens for the lunch for the town employees and Rick for organizing the building and distribution of the fruit baskets.  

Calvin Logsdon stated that there were five calls to service, eight business checks, 11 traffic stops and nine citations last month for the police department. Shop with a cop is scheduled to be on December 7th.  We are still accepting donations.  The cruiser is having issues with the transmission and it will likely need replaced or rebuilt.  Finance committee would like the cruiser to be taken to Bob Transmission for an assessment. Calvin is going to work on a spec for a new police cruiser so that a USDA loan/grant can be applied for.  

Jay Van Horn presented an applications for Tristan Suprano for EMT, Carter Litzenberger for EMT, and Taylor Doyle who is working on getting their EMT. Jordan Castello made a motion to accept the applications pending background checks, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Jay announced that the new brush truck was delivered on Friday.  The truck cost around $306,000 and $280,000 was paid for by grant.  Jay encouraged everyone to come down and see it.  

Jordan Castello asked if we are going to do anything for Christmas events this year.  We are going to try to hold a tree lighting and cookies with Santa on the evening of December 6th.  


Jordan Castello made a motion to go into executive session to discuss litigation, at 8:09 p.m., seconded by Ruth Saffell, Ruth - Yes, Jordan – Yes, Jay – Yes, Carol - Yes, Colby – Yes. 

At 8:32 p.m. Mayor Bob Flanagan declared executive session over.

Motion to pay bills by Colby Rinehart, 2nd by Ruth Saffell, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Colby Rinehart, 2nd by Carol Merritt, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday December 10th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
